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See more Convention pictures on pg. 20 

Photos courtesy of Dad Joel Michael... 

https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/convention--2026?zlinkid=9dc2f034-267f-4a0c-9c3e-69d64d2611bf&emailId=c650b485-7ac7-4450-8baf-63f4b37e58fd&firstName=Michael&lastName=Firkser&email=mfirkser%40njdemolay.org&state=New+Jersey&country=United+States&punctu


 
NJ DeMolay State Council Contact list: 

State Master Councilor 
Zanthis X. Hunter 

zhunter@njdemolay.org 

Deputy State Master Councilor 
Aaron S. Krattinger 

akrattiger@njdemolay.org 

State Senior Councilor 
Thomas E. Siegel 

tsiegel@njdemolay.org 

State Junior Councilor 
Xavier M. Williams 

xwilliams@njdemolay.org 

State Scribe 
Jonathan T. Filip 

jfilip@njdemolay.org 

Executive Officer 
Frank M. Williams 

(973) 960-3377 
fwilliams@njdemolay.org 

State Sweetheart 2026-2027 
Emily Pydeski 
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Message From Your EO: 

Greetings! 

     I hope that you have had an enjoyable summer. New Jersey DeMolay has certainly been busy since I last 
wrote to you. First, what a great convention we had in Wildwood, and congratulations to the 2026-2027 
State Officers. For those of you who may not be aware, we already have had an initial retreat, and I look 
forward to a follow-up retreat with our Jurisdictional Officers in mid-August. I very much looking forward 
to working with each of you in the year ahead! 

     Second, we were certainly busy in Chicago at DeMolay International. In this edition of the eState Re-
view, you will find an announcement of those  individuals who the International Supreme Council elected 
unanimously to receive the Degree of Chevalier, the Cross of Honor and the Legion of Honor. I encourage 
everyone to attend the investitures for these well-deserving      individuals in the months ahead. You also 
will find a report of the elections of the International DeMolay Congress, and the International Supreme 
Council. A special congratulations to Dad Paul E. Mossberg, Past Executive Officer, on his election as 
Grand Junior Councilor! Additionally, congratulations to Dad John S. Cataldo on his election as an Active 
Member of the International   Supreme Council, and Dad Michael T. Firkser on his election as a Deputy 
Member of International Supreme Council. Thank you all for your service! 

     Lastly, I would like to commend those chapters who have held some great events over the past few 
weeks – between pool parties (Jersey Shore), eSports competitions (Excelsior), visits to local government 
offices for My           Government Day (Kenneth E. Hendrickson Chapter), and other social        activities 
throughout New Jersey, I am very proud of the hard work that all of our members and advisors are putting 
into our programming. 

     We have several chapters who will be celebrating some major milestones this State Council term, and I 
can’t wait to see the accomplishments that New Jersey DeMolay will reach during the remainder of this 
year. I hope that you will enjoy the remainder of your summer, and I look forward to seeing you all soon! 

Fraternally, 
Dad Frank M. Williams 

mailto:fwilliams@njdemolay.org


 
NJ DeMolay State Council Contact list: 

Message From Your JO’s: continued... 

Hello everyone, 
      I hope everyone had a great time at the con-
vention and I am so excited to work with the state 
line and all of you to make this year unforgettable. 
I would like to thank the advisors and all of my 
other mentors that have helped me to become 
who I am today. This organization truly means so 
much to me and it will always have a shrine in my 
heart. If you ever need advice or help I'm only a 
phone call, text, or email away. 
"Call me if you get lost"- Mickey Wemmer (Tyler 
the Creator) 
 
Love you all, 
Xavier Williams 
State Junior Councilor 
Ethan Allen Chapter.  
 

Installations, Installations, Installations! 
 
      In the past 2 months 3 chapters have had 
installations. Union chapter went first, having a 
double hitter, a squire installation before    
having the DeMolay one. Brother Nathaniel 
was installed as Master Councilor. Following 
that we go to Clifton who had the next        
installation electing Brother Rafael to be    
Master Councilor. Rounding out the triple 
threat of new MC’s we have Capital Chapter 
who elected Brother Noah to the office of  
Master Councilor.  
 
Congratulations to all and we can’t wait to see 
what you’ll get up to.  
 
Jonathan Filip 
State Scribe 
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Message From Your JO’s: 

     Since I was installed at our convention, I have been on the road 
traveling a lot! I had the privilege of representing New Jersey         
DeMolay at Maryland DeMolay's Conclave (Their version of          
convention!) and was able to catch up with some brothers as well as 
make some new friends. We had a lot of fun during the weekend like 
playing flag football, a Chevalier Vs. DeMolay softball game, and we 
attended a Shorebirds baseball game where we did some chants, 
started the wave, and got a photo with the Shorebirds mascot     
Sherman. I was also able to see my friends, Brother Peter Ruesing 
and Brother Caleb Gatto, Get installed as Maryland's State Master 
Councilor and Deputy State Master Councilor! 
     I also have the privilege of representing New Jersey DeMolay at 
New York DeMolay's Convention where Brother Joe Ferraro was  
installed as New York’s State Master Councilor. August 2nd to the 
8th is Keyman. I'm excited to see some of my brothers there that I 
haven't seen since last year (and for the chocolate milk). August 15th 
is New Jersey’s International Order of Rainbow for Girls Instillation. 
I'm excited to see who I'm going to be working with and wish them 
luck with their term; I'm also excited for the dance that always       
happens after! 
 
"Carpe diem. Seize the day... Make your lives extraordinary!" 
 
Bro. Zanthis X. Hunter 
77th State Master Councilor 
NJ DeMolay 

Hello Brothers, 

Dad Jokes of the Month from your SJC: 

What kind of shoes to frogs wear? Open-toad sandals. 
I just built an ATM that only gives out coins. I don’t know why no 

one’s thought of it before: it just makes cents 
Why do crabs never volunteer? Because they're shell-fish. 

I had a quiet game of tennis today. There was no racket 
What's a shark's favorite saying? "Man overboard!" 

What did one slice of bread say to the other before the race? You're toast! 
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             2026 NJ DeMolay   

         Honorees 
 

Degree of Chevalier 
 

Aaron S. Krattiger (Clifton) 

Michael Blake Edmilao (Ethan Allen)  

Matthew Stephen DiPaula  

(Delaware-Valley Chapter) 

Nicholas Andrew Waszkiewicz  

(Delaware-Valley Chapter) 
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             2026 NJ DeMolay   

         Honorees 
 

Cross of Honor 
 

Raymond Steven Krattiger (Clifton) 

 

Diana D. Affsa (Union)  

 

Bernard Michael Byrne  

(Ethan Allen Chapter) 
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               2026 NJ DeMolay 

             Legion of Honor: 

 

(Active) - Red 

Andrew John Prescott  

Justin Dumhart  

 

 (Civic) - Blue 

Barbara K. Gee 

Cherly McGrady 

Lizette Yvonne Priliszch 

Cynthia June Golway 

Susan M. Gray-Labaw 

Barbara Rutler 

Vera I. Dakak 

Margaret J. Golway 

(Honorary) - White 

Bernard J. Madgey V 

Deyo William Swarts, II 



 

 

 

  

    Meet Your State Officers continued… 
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    Meet Your State Officers continued… 
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