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New Jersey DeMolay, 

   We are delighted to invite you to 
the highly anticipated New Jersey 
DeMolay Winterfest—one of the 
flagship events on our annual   
DeMolay calendar! Winterfest is designed to be a vibrant      
weekend that combines engaging educational workshops with 
the fellowship, fun, and food that defines the DeMolay                 
experience. We thank you for your patience as our team worked 
with new vendors to revive this marquee event. 
Event Details 

•       Date: February 6–8, 2026 

•       Venue: Renaissance Meadowlands Hotel,                                       
 801 Rutherford Ave. Rutherford, NJ 

•       Overview: Winterfest spans an entire weekend, pairing              
enriching workshops with exciting activities and                      
opportunities to connect. 

Important Notes 
•       Each chapter member must be accompanied by an advi-
sor from their home chapter for the entire weekend. 
•       Room assignments: Four youth per room and two adults 
per room. Adults requesting single occupancy will be respon-
sible for the additional charge. 

We highly encourage early registration, as availability is limited and 
demand is expected to be high. Please register soon to secure your 
spot at this unforgettable event! 

Should you have any questions, please reach out via email 
at NJ.DeMolay.Winterfest@gmail.com 
 or contact your chapter advisor directly. 

We look forward to celebrating Winterfest 2026 together and making 
it a memorable occasion for all! 

      Highlights of Winterfest 2026 

•       Friday night mini-golf outing for 
friendly competition and camara-
derie 
•       Educational workshops de-
signed to inspire and empower our 
members 
•       A unique group Saturday dinner 
experience at Medieval Times 
Registration and Pricing: 

Registration/Payment Link: https://

www.zeffy.com/en-US/
ticketing/winterfest-registration
--2026 
•       Youth (members): $175 
•       Adult: $250 
•       Commuter Registration (no 
lodging): $125 
Prices include: Lodging (if selected), Mini-
golf (youth only), Saturday breakfast/lunch 
onsite, educational programming for youth 
and adults, Medieval Times admission/
dinner, and Sunday breakfast.  
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NJ DeMolay State Council Contact list: 

State Master Councilor 
Michael Wemmer 

mwemmer@njdemolay.org 

Deputy State Master Councilor 
Zanthis Hunter 

zhunter@njdemolay.org 

State Senior Councilor 
Ethan Kalman 

ekalman@njdemolay.org 

State Junior Councilor 
Michael Edmilao 

bedmilao@njdemolay.org 

State Scribe 
Jack Storie 

jstorie@njdemolay.org 

Executive Officer 
Frank M. Williams 

(973) 960-3377 
fwilliams@njdemolay.org 

State Sweetheart 2025-2026 
Lilliana Sikorski 

lsikorski@njdemolay.org 
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Message From Your JO’s: 

Hello Brothers,  

 

 

 

 

I hope everyone has had a wonderful start to the year,  
I know I sure definitely have! 

January 10th was Ethan Allen's installation, where they also initiated a new 
brother. January 11th was Capital Chapter's installation. I'm excited to see 
what the new Master Councilors have lined up for there terms! On the 
17th, I performed the Flower Talk and Ceremony of Light for the 33rd OES 
District during their meeting. It was nice to perform  

February 1st, I visited Jersey Shore chapter. February 6th to the 8th is 
return of Winterfest! I'm excited to see all of my brothers there for both 
fun and learning. On March 22nd is Capital Chapter's Table chapter, 
make sure you RSVP before tickets run out! 

If you have any questions or need advice regarding your chapter ritual, 
please do not hesitate to reach out to me at zh.ritualhelp@aol.com, my 
email is always open. 

Good afternoon, good evening, and good night! 

Zanthis X. Hunter 

Deputy State Master Councilor 

NJ Order of DeMolay 

     Hello NJ DeMolay, this year is off to great start this past month as we kicked off 
our 2026 with some amazing installations of the officers at Ethan Allen, Capital, and 
Clifton Chapters. I would like to congratulate brothers, Ryan .E, James .T, and Aid-
en .M on becoming the newly elected Master Councilors or your respective chap-
ters. I wish you the best to come in your terms and that you lead your brothers to 
best of your capabilities in a positive direction.  

     Strolling into February we have snuck up very quickly on our Winter Fest Week-
end filled with Fun and Learning Opportunities for all who attend. Many topics from 
DeMolay basics to Public Speaking will help prepare you for your future in AND out-
side of DeMolay. With the company of your fellow brothers and activities like     
Medieval Times, the American Dream Mall, and the beginning of our NJ Mini Golf 
Tournament, you are bound to have a great time. I hope to see as many of you as 
possible this weekend as it’s gonna be one you wont want to miss!  

 

One last thing, if you haven’t heard already, ………………….. 

Continued Next Page... 
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       ...New Jersey DeMolay has 
achieved membership growth for the 
first time in 18 years. Now I hope 
after reading or hearing about that 
you at least raised your eyebrows as 
this is a very important achievement. 
Not only does it show that DeMolay 
is worth the time we say it is but it 
shows that the hard work of all the 
people involved is finally contributing 
to growth of our cause and not just 
to helping it survive, and for that I 
personally thank everyone involved.   

     If we work together, we can 
continue the work of those who 
came before us and keep the op-
portunity of DeMolay possible for 
those who come after. This year 
we will need 50 members to up-
hold to status of positive growth. 
We can do it. Whether you are a 
new member or have been hang-
ing around for a while, remember 
what brought you here and why 
you stuck around. If you see a 
young man in your life who can 
benefit from an experience like 
yours, by all means try to offer this 
opportunity to them as that is 
what makes us grow.  

Honestly & Earnestly, 

Ethan Kalman 

NJ State Senior Councilor 

Message from your JO’s: continued... 

Hello New Jersey DeMolay! 

     January has been an extremely eventful and exciting month. I would like to 
congratulate Brothers James, Ryan, and Aiden on their successful installations, 
and I wish the officers of Capital, Ethan Allen, and Clifton Chapters a productive 
and successful term. 

     This month, Mickey and I attended Florida DeMolay’s “Escape to Florida”, 
and it was an incredible experience. Meeting brothers from different states, 
sharing ideas, and building connections was truly meaningful. Spending time 
together at Disney made the weekend even more memorable. We also learned 
valuable takeaways that I am excited to help bring back and implement at up-
coming New Jersey DeMolay events, especially Winterfest. 

     Speaking of which — Winterfest registration is now OPEN! This weekend will 
be packed with fun, fellowship, and educational sessions for every brother. 
These sessions will be led by our Junior Officers and Advisors to help prepare 
you for future leadership roles. Personally, I’m especially looking forward to 
the mini golf. Winterfest is going to be an amazing time, and I strongly encour-
age everyone to attend. 

      I also want to highlight an important new initiative from the DeMolay Inter-
national Service Committee. They are launching DeMolay One, an initiative 
supporting the JED Foundation, a foundation that New Jersey DeMolay proudly 
supported in 2024. DeMolay One is centered around the message that no 
brother stands alone, reinforcing our commitment to looking out for one an-
other and supporting mental and emotional well-being across the Order. There 
will also be DeMolay One merchandise coming out soon, so be sure to stay 
tuned for more information.  

      As we move forward into the rest of the year, I encourage every brother to 
stay involved, step up, and take full advantage of the opportunities DeMolay 
offers. Whether it’s supporting your chapter, attending events, serving others, 
or challenging yourself to grow as a leader, every effort counts. This year has 
already started strong, and if we keep this momentum going, New Jersey De-
Molay is going to have an unforgettable year. Let’s continue to grow together, 
support one another, and leave this term better than we found it.  

Fraternally, 

Michael Blake Edmilao 

State Junior Councilor, New Jersey DeMolay 
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    Meet Your State Officers continued… 

 

 















"ANY 2025 RD RECIPIENT INTERESTED,  
PLEASE CONTACT DAD WILLIAMS ASAP" 

2025 DeMolay International RD of the Year Guidelines 
 

Qualifications: 

• Received the Representative DeMolay during the 2025 calendar year 

• Senior Division - Ages 17-21, Junior Division - Ages 12-16.  Division will be determined by the age they were 
when they received the RD. 

 
Process - Regional Level: 

1. Each Executive Officer/Personal Representative will submit up to 1 RD in each Division who meets the above 
qualifications to the Region Director. 

2. The Region Director will coordinate an interview process to determine the Regional winner in each Division. 

3. Interviews may be done in person or virtually. 

4. The interview panel for each region shall be: 

5. Moderator - The Region Director shall select any Class 1-5 Member of DeMolay International, which could 
be themself.  The Moderator will not have a vote on selecting the Regional Winner. 

6. Region Representative (Congress Elected Officer). 

7. One Class 1-5 Member of DeMolay International from each of the jurisdictions within the Region    
selected by the Region Director through suggestions from the Executive Officers/Personal Representatives in 
their Region. 

8. There can be separate panels for Junior and Senior Division, as there will be separate questions for each    
division.   

9. Questions asked shall be at the discretion of the Region Director. 
 

Process - International Level 

1. Each Region winner at each Division is eligible for the International Award. 
2. The interviews may be done in person or virtually. 
3. The interview panel shall be: 
4. Moderator - Any Class 1 Member of DeMolay International chosen by the Grand Master who is not from a  

jurisdiction of any of the candidates in that division. 
5. The International Master Councilor and International Congress Secretary. 
6. One Class 1 Member of DeMolay International from each Region, chosen by the Grand Master, who is not 

from a jurisdiction of any of the candidates in that division. 
7. The GM, IMC, and ICS shall compose the questions for the International award level interviews. 

 
Timeline: 

1. Region Directors should get each EO/PR nomination for each division by February 15 and form their         
interview committee(s). 

2. Region Directors should supply the names of the Regional Winners to the ED and GM no later than       
March 31. 

3. The GM should ensure the International award level interviews and selections are made prior to May 31. 
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